
Discrete Tactile Indicators and Fibreglass Tactile Indicators: A Complete Guide 

Creating safe and accessible spaces is a responsibility shared by communities, designers, 

builders, and property owners. One of the essential elements used to improve accessibility, 

especially for people with vision impairments, is tactile indicators. These small but powerful 

safety features guide individuals safely through public areas, transport hubs, commercial 

buildings, and outdoor pathways. Among the different types available today, discrete tactile 

indicators and fibreglass tactile indicators are widely used because of their durability, 

functionality, and modern design. 

This blog explores the purpose, benefits, and uses of these two tactile systems. Whether you 

are a builder, architect, business owner, or property manager, understanding discrete tactile 

indicators and fibreglass tactile indicators can help you choose the right solution for your 

space. 

 

Understanding Tactile Indicators 

Tactile indicators are raised surface markers placed on the ground to alert people with low 

vision or blindness about potential hazards. They provide information through touch, using 

patterns that can be felt underfoot or with a cane. These indicators help guide people safely 

through areas such as stairs, ramps, pedestrian crossings, train platforms, and building 

entrances. 

There are two main types of tactile indicators: warning indicators and directional indicators. 

Warning indicators alert users about upcoming dangers such as drop-offs or platform edges, 

while directional indicators guide them along a safe pathway. Discrete tactile indicators and 

fibreglass tactile indicators can be manufactured as either type, depending on the needs of 

the location. 

 

What Are Discrete Tactile Indicators? 

Discrete tactile indicators are individual pieces installed in a pattern rather than as large tiles 

or mats. Instead of placing a complete sheet on the floor, these indicators are installed one 

by one. This gives them a stylish, modern appearance and allows them to blend more 

naturally with architectural designs. 

These indicators are commonly made from materials such as stainless steel, brass, 

aluminium, or polyurethane. Their sleek design makes them popular in commercial 

buildings, educational facilities, transport stations, and areas where aesthetics are as 

important as safety. Because they are individually placed, they can be installed on various 

surfaces including concrete, stone, timber, and tiles. 
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Benefits of Discrete Tactile Indicators 

Discrete tactile indicators offer several advantages that make them a preferred choice for 

many projects. One important benefit is their visual appeal. Since these indicators are small 

and individually placed, they give a premium look to floors without disrupting the overall 

design of the space. Architects and designers appreciate this flexibility because it allows 

them to maintain both beauty and safety within the environment. 

Another strong benefit is their durability. Most discrete tactile indicators are made from 

strong materials like stainless steel or brass, which resist corrosion and wear. This makes 

them suitable for both indoor and outdoor areas with high foot traffic. Even in harsh 

weather, these materials maintain their performance and appearance for many years. 

Because they are installed individually, discrete tactile indicators also offer superior 

adhesion. If one indicator gets damaged, it can be replaced without removing the entire 

system. This makes maintenance simple and cost-effective. Their installation method also 

allows them to be securely fixed to the ground, reducing the risk of movement or lifting over 

time. 

 

Where Discrete Tactile Indicators Are Used 

Discrete tactile indicators are used in many public and private spaces where safety and style 

both matter. They are commonly found at building entrances, hotel lobbies, shopping 

centres, office complexes, and universities. In transport facilities such as bus stations and 

airports, they provide clear and consistent guidance for travellers. 

Outdoor spaces such as pavements, pedestrian crossings, and open plazas also benefit from 

these indicators. Because they are strong and weather-resistant, they maintain their 

structure even under heavy outdoor use. Their neat and minimal design allows them to fit 

into modern streetscapes without looking bulky or intrusive. 

 

What Are Fibreglass Tactile Indicators? 

Fibreglass tactile indicators are pre-moulded indicator tiles or mats made from reinforced 

fibreglass material. These indicators are known for their strength, durability, and resistance 

to harsh conditions. They are usually installed as full tiles, making them quick and simple to 

place on a variety of surfaces. 

Fibreglass tactile indicators are particularly popular in areas where strong weather 

conditions or heavy usage is expected. They resist corrosion, water damage, and fading, 

which makes them ideal for long-term use in outdoor environments. They are also available 

in bright colours, offering excellent contrast for people with low vision. 



 

Benefits of Fibreglass Tactile Indicators 

Fibreglass tactile indicators provide several advantages that make them suitable for 

demanding environments. One major advantage is their durability. Fibreglass is a strong 

material that does not rust or corrode, making it perfect for coastal areas, outdoor 

walkways, and open public spaces. Even when exposed to extreme temperatures, moisture, 

or heavy pedestrian traffic, fibreglass indicators hold their shape and performance. 

Another important benefit is the quick installation process. Because fibreglass tactile 

indicators are manufactured as complete tiles, installers can place them efficiently over large 

areas. This reduces labour time and helps projects stay on schedule. They can be fixed to the 

ground using adhesives, mechanical fasteners, or a combination of both, depending on the 

surface. 

Fibreglass tactile indicators are also known for their slip resistance. Their textured surface 

helps prevent accidents, especially in wet or busy areas. The bright colours commonly used 

in fibreglass indicators provide excellent visibility, which is important for people who rely on 

visual cues along with tactile feedback. 

 

Where Fibreglass Tactile Indicators Are Used 

Fibreglass tactile indicators are widely used in outdoor public spaces where durability and 

visibility are essential. This includes footpaths, pedestrian crossings, car parks, railway 

stations, parks, and outdoor stairways. Their strong construction allows them to withstand 

heavy foot traffic, UV exposure, and harsh weather conditions without losing their 

effectiveness. 

These indicators are also used in industrial areas, warehouses, and facilities that require 

consistent and reliable safety systems. Their practicality makes them a popular choice for 

councils, construction companies, and large infrastructure projects. 

 

Comparing Discrete and Fibreglass Tactile Indicators 

Discrete tactile indicators and fibreglass tactile indicators both serve the same purpose, but 

they differ in appearance, installation methods, and ideal usage environments. 

Discrete tactile indicators are best suited for locations where aesthetics and architectural 

integration are important. Their individual installation method allows them to blend 

seamlessly with flooring materials such as stone, tiles, and polished concrete. They are often 

used indoors or in sheltered outdoor areas where style is equally important as safety. 



On the other hand, fibreglass tactile indicators are ideal for large outdoor spaces or areas 

with heavy foot traffic. Their full-tile design makes installation fast and consistent, covering 

wider areas efficiently. They are also suitable for environments exposed to weather because 

fibreglass naturally resists moisture, corrosion, and UV damage. 

Choosing between the two depends on the needs of the site. If the goal is to achieve a 

premium, modern appearance with long-lasting performance, discrete tactile indicators are 

a great choice. If the priority is durability, cost-effectiveness, and high visibility in outdoor 

settings, fibreglass tactile indicators are more suitable. 

 

Why Tactile Indicators Are Essential for Accessibility 

Tactile indicators play a crucial role in supporting safety and independence for people with 

vision impairments. They help users navigate unfamiliar spaces, identify hazards before 

reaching them, and move confidently through public environments. 

These indicators also help property owners meet legal and safety obligations. Most public 

spaces are required by Australian standards to install tactile indicators in specific areas. By 

choosing the right type—whether discrete or fibreglass—property owners can ensure 

compliance while creating safe and accessible environments for all. 

 

Conclusion 

Both discrete tactile indicators and fibreglass tactile indicators are essential tools for 

improving accessibility and safety in public and private spaces. Discrete tactile indicators 

offer an elegant and modern appearance, making them suitable for stylish indoor and 

commercial environments. 
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